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Career Information

AUDITIONS  

Auditions for “The President’s Own” occur only in anticipation 
of projected vacancies and are announced in The International 
Musician, as well as by direct mailings to college band 
directors and instrumental music instructors. All auditions 
take place in John Philip Sousa Band Hall at Marine Barracks 
in Washington, DC, and are conducted much like those of ma-
jor symphony orchestras. There is no preliminary taped round.
 
Interested applicants should send a letter of inquiry with 
a current resume to: Operations Officer, U.S. Marine Band, 
Marine Barracks, 8th and I Streets, SE, Washington, DC 20390-
5020, or fax this information to (202) 433-4752. Applicants 
must travel to Washington at their own expense. 

MUSICAL REQUIREMENTS

No specific level of education is required, but most 
members hold college degrees, and many hold advanced 
degrees. The playing ability and expertise required are equiva-
lent to those of any major professional musical organization.
 
The broad range of commitments by “The President’s Own” 
requires musical versatility from all band members. 
Typical commitments include band concerts, ceremonial 
events, chamber orchestra and small ensemble performances, 
touring, and recording sessions. 

QUALIFICATIONS

United States citizenship and successful completion of an 
extensive background investigation are mandatory in order 
to obtain a Secret Security Clearance with Category III White 
House Access. Applicants holding a dual citizenship will be 
required to renounce their foreign citizenship as a prerequi-
site to obtaining clearance. This clearance is a requirement for 

the assignment of the Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) 
5511- Member, United States Marine Band. Due to the length 
and scope of the security clearance process, it is initiated 
following the member’s enlistment onto active duty. Failure 
to obtain and maintain this security clearance will result in 
administrative separation from the U.S. Marine Corps. Current 
regulations authorize enlistment between ages 17 and 28. Age 
waivers may be granted in some cases; however, the maximum 
age for which waivers may be granted to those with no prior 
military service is 34. Applicants must also pass the Armed 
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) and a complete 
physical examination, which includes complying with estab-
lished height/weight standards both at the time of enlistment 
and throughout one’s Marine Corps career (see height/weight 
chart on the following page).

The playing part of the audition assesses only the individual’s 
musical qualifications. To be offered a position in “The 
President’s Own,” one must also be physically qualified and be 
capable of being granted the required security clearance.  
Selection as a finalist is not a determination that one is
musically qualified for the position. Finalists are those the 
committee wishes to hear again in order to make a more 
complete assessment of their abilities.  
 
Finalists are interviewed at the time of the audition in an  
effort to identify any potential problems that could affect the 
individual’s ability to be enlisted for duty with “The President’s 
Own,” either related to health or the White House security 
clearance. The Privacy Act notice included as part of the 
Applicant Fact Sheet explains that information will be request-
ed in the selection process and personal interview to provide a 
basis on which to evaluate the applicant’s suitability to hold a 
position with “The President’s Own,” and will not be used for 
any other purpose. While disclosure of this information is  
voluntary, failure to do so could result in the inability of the 
staff to evaluate the applicant’s suitability for a position in 

dependents. Use of these facilities can result in substantial 
savings over comparable civilian stores.  
 
As active duty members of the military, “The President’s Own” 
musicians receive all medical and dental care, x-rays, tests, and 
prescriptions without charge. Dependents are also authorized 
to receive free medical care at selected military facilities. A 
contributory plan allows dependent dental care to be covered 
at a modest cost.
 
Military retirement requires no monetary contributions from 
the individual. Armed services members qualify for retirement 
at the completion of 20 years of active service at 50 percent of 
their base pay, with an additional 2.5 percent each year there-
after. Retirees retain medical benefits as well as exchange and 
commissary privileges.  
 
The Washington, DC, area has a wealth of government and 
military facilities that are available to active duty members 
and their families. These include swimming pools, tennis and 
racquetball courts, gymnasiums, and golf courses. Marine 
Corps Community Service offers rental of camping and 
athletic equipment, etc. at little or no cost. In addition, there 
are ample opportunities for recreational, cultural, educational, 
and historical pursuits throughout the Washington, DC, 
metropolitan area.

LEAVE (VACATION) TIME

Marines receive 30 days paid leave each year plus some federal 
holidays when not on duty. Special liberty may also be granted 
by the Director. All requests for leave are approved or 
disapproved based on the band’s schedule. “The President’s 
Own” has no “blanket leave” periods during which the entire 
band is on leave at the same time. To accomplish its mission, 
it is necessary for the Marine Band to remain operational 365 
days a year.

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE

When funds are available, Marine Corps tuition assistance 
pays up to 100 percent of tuition, instructional fees, laboratory 
fees, computer fees, and mandatory course enrollment fees 
combined, not to exceed $250 per semester hour equivalent 
and $4,500 per individual per fiscal year. Tuition assistance 
funds are authorized for vocational-technical, undergraduate, 
graduate, undergraduate developmental, independent study, 
and distance learning programs. Courses must be offered by 
institutions accredited by agencies recognized by the United 
States Department of Education.
 
In addition to tuition assistance, the Veteran’s Administration 
offers educational assistance to all active duty service 
members in the form of the GI Bill. Two different GI Bill 
programs exist: the Montgomery GI Bill and the Post 9/11 
GI Bill. These programs offer a range of benefits including 
the opportunity to transfer educational benefits to spouses 
and children. Some programs require a contribution from the 
service member. Information regarding the GI Bill and other 
educational benefits is available from the Veteran’s 

Administration.There are a number of colleges and universi-
ties in the Washington area, including Georgetown University, 
George Mason University, George Washington University, 
Catholic University, the University of Maryland, and the Pea-
body Conservatory of Music. 

THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN

The Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) is a program that allows 
members an opportunity to enter a tax-deferred, government 
sponsored savings/retirement/loan plan. Individuals who 
enroll have five different investment funds to choose from that 
vary from conservative government-backed to riskier, high-
end investments in foreign companies and currencies. TSP is 
governed by the Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board. 
Enrollment opportunities are available to all military person-
nel. The program is very similiar to an IRA, but with more 
investment options.

“THE PRESIDENT’S OWN” HISTORY

“The President’s Own” has been part of the events that have 
shaped our national heritage for more than two centuries. Its 
omnipresent role in events of national importance has made it 
part of the fabric of American life.
 
Established by an Act of Congress in 1798, the Marine Band 
is America’s oldest continuously active professional musical 
organization. Its mission is unique—to provide music for the 
President of the United States and the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps.
 
President John Adams invited the Marine Band to make its 
White House debut in the unfinished Executive Mansion on 
New Year’s Day 1801. In March of that year, the band 
performed for the inaugural of Thomas Jefferson and research  
suggests it has performed for every Presidential inaugural 
since that time. In Jefferson, the band found its most visionary 
advocate. An accomplished musician himself, Jefferson recog-
nized the unique relationship between the band and the Chief 
Executive and he is credited with giving the Marine Band its 
title, “The President’s Own.” 
 
Whether performing for South Lawn arrival ceremonies, State 
Dinners, or receptions, Marine Band musicians appear at the 
White House more than 300 times each year. These perfor-
mances range from a solo harpist or chamber orchestra to a 
dance band or full concert band, making versatility an impor-
tant requirement for band members. Additionally, the band 
participates in more than 500 public and official performances 
annually, including concerts and ceremonies throughout the 
Washington, DC, metropolitan area. Each fall, the band travels 
through a region of the United States during its concert tour, a 
century-old tradition started by John Philip Sousa, the band’s 
legendary 17th director.  
 
In its third century, “The President’s Own” continues a 
tradition of excellence. Whether in White House 
performances, public concerts, or national tours, the music 
of the Marine Band is the music of America.


